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HE Mr Masoud bin Mohammed Al Ameri
Minister of Justice 
P.O. Box 917
Doha
Qatar









Your Excellency, 
As a member/supporter of ACAT-Switzerland, the Action by Christians for the abolition of torture, I would like to express my deep concern about the unfair trial against 
Mr. Abdullah Ibhais
Mr. Ibhais, a Jordanian national and former media manager for Qatar’s Supreme Committee for Delivery and Legacy in charge of the infrastructure for the 2022 FIFA World Cup, was sentenced to three years in prison by an appeal court in Doha on December 15, 2021. The court of appeal upheld the guilty verdict for bribery and misuse of funds but reduced his prison sentence from five to three years.
According to my information, it is very likely that Mr. Ibhais was in fact sued for having defended thousands of migrant workers on strike who were protesting against harsh working conditions and unpaid wages in August 2019. After his arrest on 12 November 2019, Mr. Ibhais was threatened and coerced by investigation and state security officers to sign a confession without being assisted by a lawyer. In court, Abdullah Ibhais retracted his confession and claimed to invalidate it on the basis that it had been extracted under threat and coercion. His plea was rejected by the court. 
It is apparent that Mr. Ibhais did not get a fair trial. In particular, his right “not to be compelled to testify against himself or to confess guilt” according to art. 14/3 (g) of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights was not respected, no more than article 15 of the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment, stipulating that “Each State Party shall ensure that any statement which is established to have been made as a result of torture shall not be invoked as evidence in any proceedings”. Both international texts have been ratified by the State of Qatar. 
I therefore urge you to overturn the sentence against Abdullah Ibhais, to investigate the procedural errors and to hold those responsible to account. I also call on the State of Qatar to fully comply with its obligations under the international conventions that it has ratified. 
I thank you for your attention to this concern and for your prompt action. 
Yours respectfully, 






Copy to: Embassy of the State of Qatar, c/o Hotel Schweizerhof, Bahnhofplatz 11, 3001 Bern 
ACAT-Switzerland (Action by Christians for the abolition of torture and the death penalty) is a politically neutral and independent human rights organization affiliated to the International Federation of ACAT (FIACAT), which has Consultative Status with the United Nations, Participative Status with the Council of Europe (CoE) and Observer Status with the African Commission on Human and Peoples’ Rights (ACHPR).
